Cranioplasty.
Cranioplasty following craniectomy for trauma is a common, safe neurosurgical procedure that restores the natural cosmesis and protective barrier of the skull and may be instrumental in normalizing cerebrospinal fluid dynamics after decompressive surgery. Understanding the factors influencing patient selection and timing of cranioplasty, the available materials and methods of skull reconstruction, and the technical nuances is critical for a successful outcome. Neurosurgeons must be prepared to manage the complications specific to this operation. This article reviews the indications, preoperative assessment and timing, most commonly used materials, operative technique, postoperative care, and complication management for cranioplasty.